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VAISHNO DEVI 

. . k-inn rnvaaed by evil asuras. She turned to the 

gSds for aid M even W the powerful trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, 

" ere help '?f; the eV ents, their consorts, Saraswati, Lakshmi and Parvati 
Concerned by ^ creQ|ed Va ishnavi, a woman of unsurpassed 

Zg* Vaishnavi fought and destroyed the asuras but the goddesses 

asked her*°Y and no,return '° he ° Ve "' 9 " 

AmarXhitra' Katha'teHs°the '^rfrf'vaishnatd's transformation into the 
meditating goddess, Vaishno Devi, whose abode in the Himalayas ,s 
visited bv millions of pilgrims every year. 
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AISHNC DEVI 


IT WAS THE TRETA YUOA *. THE EVIL UNLEASHED BY THE 
ASURAS A HAD GAINED MOMENTUM AND BHOODEVTS " 
PLAINTIVE CRIES RANG ACROSS THE HEAVENS 


* ™E SECOND YUGA OR AGE. IT FOLLOWS SATYA 
A DEMONS . 


YUGA. 


“ THE EARTH 














































VAISHNO DEVI 


THE GODS, 3RAHMA, VISHNU AND SHIVA WONDERED 
WHAT TO DO. |- Vi MM - - 


/ WHAT CAN WE \ 
f DO? WE HAVE > 
GRANTED THEM MANY 
BOONS WHICH ARE 
NOW WORKING 
"X AGAINST US. A 


SOON 


THEASURAS 
HAVE GAINED IN 
„ STRENGTH. 


s BEHOLD, ^ 
VAISHNAVI, THE SUM 
OF OUR POWERS, 
UNASSAILABLE IN 
BATTLE BY GOD OR 
X DEMON! ^ 


WHY HAVE > 
YOU BROUGHT 
ME HERE. 0 
s MOTHERS? >1 


^ VAISHNAVI, WE HAVE \ 
GI/EN YOU UNSURPASSABLE 
STRENGTH TO RID MOTHER 
EARTH OF HER SUFFERING AT 
THE HANDS OF THE ASURAS 
GO. DEFEAT THEM AND BE 
X VICTORJOUS. 


NOT FAR AWAY, THEIR CONSORTS * WATCHED THEM 


I THINK WE 
CAN. COME 
WITH ME. 


OURHUSBANDS 
SEEM SO 
DISTURBED. 
WISH WE COULD 
, HELP THEM.... . 


' OUR COLLECTIVE > 
ENERGY WILL BRING 
FORTH A POWER SO 
3REAT, THAT SHE WILL 
BE UNDEFEATABLE IN 
BATTLE AND WILL RID 
EARTH OF HER 
v SUFFERING. >/ 


AND SO 


SARASWAT1, LAKSHMI AND PARVAT) 





Y? 





























































































T HA! A MERE ^ 
WOMAN LIKE YOU 
CANNOT KILL ME. 

I HAVE A BOON THAT 
MAKES ME 
. INDESTRUCTIBLE. v 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I HAVE ^ 
COMPLETED THE 
TASK YOU SET, 

0 MOTHERS. WHAT 
SHOULD 

V I DO NOW? sCk 


SOON, THE DEMONS WERE 
VANQUISHED- , -r- 
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VAISHNO DEVI 



^ YOUR WORK ON 

EARTH IS NOT YET COMPLETE. 
YOU MUST LIVE HERE AND HELP 
BHOODEVI UPHOLD 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOOD 
^ FOR HER CHILDREN. ^ 


AS YOU 
WISH, 
MOTHER. 



RATNAKARAND HIS WIFE WERE 
DEVOUT WORSHIPPERS OF VISHNU. 


IN THE HOME OF A CHILDLESS COUPLE - 



THAT NIGHT, IN A DREAM 


' 0 RATNAKAR, YOUR 
WISH WILL BE GRANTED. 
YOU WILL BE THE PROUD 
FATHER OF A BABY GIRL 
WHO WILL BE 
v WORSHIPPEDBY > 
MILLIONS. 



SEFORELONG 


YOU HAVE 
A BEAUTIFUL 
DAUGHTER! 


WAAAAHH! 


































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

TR1KUTA GREW UP TO BE AN ACCOMPLISHED AND BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN. 



mg SHE 15 BUT > 
^A MERE CHILD, HOW 
CAN I LET HER GO? YET 
I MUST SHE IS DESTINED 
^ FOR GREATER 
V THINGS. J 


ONE DAY 


\jjr FATHER, 

7 I SEEK YOUR \ 
PERMISSION. I WISH TO 
DO PENANCEANDSEEK 
v THE BLESSINGS OF y 
V LORD VISHNU. ^ 
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/ WHAT A SERENE > 
PLACE THIS IS, PERFECT 
FOR MY MEDITATION. I SHALL 
LIVE HERE AND SPEND MY 

a DAYS MEDITATING ON_ 

V THE LORD J 


TRIKUTA PEACHED THE SEASHORE 


r OM N 
VISHNAVEH 
NAMAH.... 


AND SO 


SOMEONE 
APPROACHING 
IT IS.... / 


ONE DAY 



IT WAS VISHNU IN HIS INCARNATION AS RAMA. WITH RAMA WAS HIS BROTHER LAKSHMANA 


J IT IS MY LORD 
VISHNU, HIMSELF! 
BUT HE SEEMS TO BE 
PERTURBED, WHY IS 
\ IT, I WONDER? r - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



0 LORD, PLEASE 
ACCEPT THE 
OFFERINGS OF 
YOUR HUMBLE 
w DEVOTEE. ^ 


WHAT BRINGS 
YOU SO FAR? YOU 
SEEM TO BE IN 
SEARCH OF 
v SOMETHING, 


^ I AM LOOKING N 
FOR MY WIFE, SITA. 
SHE HAS BEEN TAKEN 
CAPTIVE BY RAVANA 
V OF LANKA. V 


ff 



^/Tvwt! 



I Jr M 

^ TjjV, 
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VAISHNO DEVI 


UFON HEARING THIS, TRIKUTA'S FACE FELL 




RAMA UNDERSTOOP TRIKUTA'S THOUGHTS. 


^ TRIKUTA, SITA IS X 
MY WIFE AND I CANNOT 
ACCEPTANOTHER. 
HOWEVER, I AM PLEASED 
WITH YOUR DEVOTION AND 
HENCEFORTH NAME YOU 
V VAISHNAVI. ^ 
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amarchitrakatha 




VAISHNAVTS HAPPINESS 
KNEW NO POUNDS. I- 


J THE LORD 
HAS ACCEPTED ME! 
MY PRAYERS HAVE SEEN 
ANSWERED. I CANT WAIT 
FOR THE DAY, WHEN HE 
V WILL COME SACK. /T 


10 


VAISHNO DEVI 



VAISHNA VI AWAITED HEP 
LORD'S RETURN. E » ■ - 



r OFAIR A 
MAIDEN, 
DO YOU NOT 
RECOGNIZE 
WHO I AM? 


/ OFAIR MAIDEN, \ 
YOU ARE TOO 
BEAUTIFUL TO SE 
LIVING ALONE IN SUCH 
v A WILDERNESS, j 
V MARRY ME. SX 


S GO AWAY! N 
I AM ALREADY 
BETROTHED TO THE 
LORD HIMSELF. HE 
IS ON HIS WAY TO 
V ACCEPTME. V 
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MY LORD, >r 
' FORGIVE ME! 

IN MY HASTE AND 
ARROGANCE, I COULD 
NOT RECOGNIZE 
V YOU. y 


AS SOON AS SHE UTTERED 
THE WORDS, VAISHNAVI 
REALISED HER FOLLY. 


RISE VAISHNAVI, 

THE TIME 15 NOT RIGHT 
FOR US TO SE TOGETHER 
YOUR WORK ON EARTH IS 
NOT YET COMPLETE. GO TO 
THE TRIKUTA HILLS A IN THE 
NORTH AND CONTINUE 
YOUR MEDITATION THERE 
TILL KALIYUGA*... 


AMAR chitra katha 


A IN MODERN DAY JAMMU. 


•LAST OF THE FOUR YUGAS - THE AGE Of 
DESTRUCTION. 



HEEDING THE ADVICE OF RAMA, VAISHNAVI 
HEADED FOR THE TRJKUTA HILLS. 


VAISHNO DEVI 


...wntiN wt 


5HALL 5E UNITED 
AGAIN. TILL THEN, YOUR 
FAME WILL SPREAD FAR 
AND WIDE ANDTHOSE 
WHO COME TO YOU WILL 
SE FREED FROM 
SUFFERING. 


DURING HER JOURNEY SHE FACED MANY HARDSHIPS 
BEFORE SHE FINALLY REACHED TRIKUTA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS PREDICTED 3Y RAMA 



TANTRIK• CALLED GORAK NATH 


AS TIME PASSED, 


WHO IS THIS 
VAISHNAVI? 


WITH HIS POWERS, 
GORAK NATH 
CAME TO KNOW OF 
VAISHNAVI'S 
MEETING WITH RAMA 


ONE WHO PRACTICES TANTRA -A SPIRITUAL STUDY. 



1 //mm | 


r ^1 J if V Jl 

wJf- 

V / 

m ^Jr w * 



VAISHNO DEVI 


HE SENT FOR HIS MOST TRUSTED 
DISCIPLE, SHAIRON NATH C7T~ 


FIND OUT ^ 
WHO VAISHNAVI IS. 
WHY ARE PEOPLE 
GOINGTOHERIN 
SUCH LARGE 
^NUMBERS? ^ 






SHAIRON NATH STARTED IMMEDIATELY 
TO DO HIS MASTER’S SIDDING. 

r~ i7 1 S / 



14 


15 



































































































































HOW DARE YOU N 
SPEAK TO ME LIKE 
THAT! MY HEART 15 
SET ON VISHNU AND 
ONLY HE WILL BE MY 
V HUSBAND. yf 


HOWEVER WHEN HE SET EYES ON VA/SHNA V7 


AH! HER 
BEAUTY 
BLINDS ME! 


I MUST 
MAKE HER 
MY WIFE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






'S 






1 


V 


y 






VAISHNO DEVI 


WHEN EVERYONE HAD LEFT 


/ VAISHNAVI, \ 
I AM STRUCK BY 
YOUR BEAUTY AND 
VIRTUE. BE MY WIFE 
WILLINGLY OR 
I WILL CARRY YOU 
AWAY BY FORCE. 




UNDETERRED, SHAIRON RELENTLESSLY PURSUED VAISHNAVI. 















































































VAISHNAVI SET OFF WITH 
SHAIRON IN PURSUIT. 


I CANNOT PEAR 
HIS ATTENTION. 
I MUST ESCAPE. 


FINALLY 


THE HOT SUN MADE HER 
THIRSTY. AND SO- i— 
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VAISHNO DEVI 



* NOW CALLED SAN GANG A. SAN MEANS ARROW AND 
GANG A IS SYNONYMOUS WITH SACRED RIVER. 



































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HER FEET SANK DEEP INTO THE WET MUD • 



FINALLY, SOAKED AND WEARY. 
SHE REACHED A CAVE 






#\ 


% • 


' THIS FLACE IS TODAY KNOWN AS CHARAN PADUKA 
OR FOOTPRINT. 


VAISHNO DEVI 



0 SAGE, I AM BEING 
PURSUED PLEASE 
DO NOT REVEAL MY 
WHEREABOUTS TO 
ANYONE WHO COMES 
v THIS WAY. > 



* THIS PLACE IS KNOWN AS ADH KUNWARI. THE CAVE IS ^OGALLED OAKSH JCON SIGNIFYING THE NINE MONTHS 
VAISHNA VI RESTED AS A BABY RESTS IN THE W0M3 OF THE MOTHER 






















































































































amar chitra katha 

dux 3HAIR0N NATH PIP NOT GIVE UPANP ONE PAY —| 


OLD MAN, DID 
YOU SEE A 
WOMAN PASS 
. THIS WAY? , 


NO, I HAVE 
NOT.,.NO ONE 
HASCOME 
THIS WAY... 


r..OUT HEED MY ADVICE 
AND TURN SACK. SHE IS 
AN INCARNATION OF THE 
GODDESS HERSELF AND 
TO PURSUE HER LIKE THIS 
.WILL ONLY LEAD TO YOUR 
X DESTRUCTION. > 


s 50, YOU HAVE SEEN N 
HER. A GODDESS, EH? 
WE WILL SOON SEE ASOUT 
THAT. SHE MUST SE 
v HERE SOMEWHERE y 


3HAIR0N NATH PIVINEP WHERE 
VAISHNAVI WAS HIPING. rj—c 


SHE IS 
RIGHT HERE! 




DHAIRON NATH 
HAS FOUND MY 
REFUGE. I MUST 
LEAVE THIS 

v place. /T 


SHAIRON NATH 
HAS SUMMONED 
HIS OWN DEATH. 


HA! HA! YOU 
CANNOT 
ESCAPE ME. 


WITH 3HAIR0N NATH IN 
PURSUIT, VAISHNAVI KEPT 
GOING PEEPER INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS, TILL SHE 
REACHEP ANOTHER 
CAVE IN THE HILLS. 


VAISHNA VI ALSO SENSEP 
HIS PRESENCE. I- 


VAISHNO DEVI 


SHE U5EP HER TRIDENT TO 3LASTA HOLE IN THE WALL OF THE CAVE. 


... ANP ESCAPEP. 
































































































amar chitra katha 


IN HER ANGER VAtSHNAVI TRANSFORMS _ 

HERSELF INTO KALI' .- I 






GODDESS OF CHANGE AND DESTRUCTION 




IN HIS DEATH, SHAIRON NATH SAW THE FOLLY OF HIS OdSESSlON. 

0 MOTHER, FORGIVE ME MY SINS. IT WAS MY 
ARROGANCE THAT LED TO SUCH FOOLISHNESS. 

I HAVE LED A DEVOUT LIFE. LET THE WORLD NOT 

REMEMBER ME FOR MY 
MOMENTARY BLINDNESS! 




__VAISHNO DEVI 


THAT IT FELL FAR A WAY FROM THE CA VE. 
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amar chitra katha 


I FORGIVE YOU. 
HENCEFORTH, THERE WILL 
BE A TEMPLE DEDICATED 
TO YOU AT THIS VERY 
PLACE, BY WHICH YOU WILL 
BE REMEMBERED... 


...EVERY DEVOTEE 
WHO COMES TO ME WILL 
BOW TO YOU IN ORDER to 
COMPLETETHEIR 
PILGRIMAGE AND ENJOY 
THE REWARDS 
OF THEIR WORSHIP 




SO SAYING, VAISHNAVI WENT SACK INTO HER CAVE... 




' THE GREATER FORMS OF THE THREE GODDESSES 



... AND IMMERSED HERSELF IN MEDITATION, 
AWAITING THE RETURN OF HER LORD. 
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VAISHNO DEVI 


THE PLACE VAISHNAVI CHOSE TOMEDITATf 

JAMMU. EVERY YEAR MILLIONS OF Pit rl f ^ CMA£D VAISHNO DEVI. IT IS IN THE STATE OF 

HER SOME OF THE PLACES THEY , MS WS,T ™ E SHmBro PAY THEIR RESPECTS TO 

& THEY STOp AT, ON THE WAY UP ARE: 



DARSHAN! DARWAAZA 

THIS IS WHERE THE CLIMS TO THE HOLY 
SHRINE BEGINS. FROM THIS POINT ONE 
CAN GET AN ENTIRE VIEW OF THE TR1KUTA 
MOUNTAINS. ‘DARSHAN’ MEANS TO VIEW’ 
AND DARWAAZA’MEANS DOOR’. 


5ANJHICHATT 

IT IS A SMALL PLATEAU ON THE WAY TO 
THE HOLY SHRINE AND IS FAMOUS FOR ITS 
BEAUTIFUL VIEW OF THE VALLEY. SITUATED AT 
AN ALTITUDE OF 6200 FT, SANJHI CHATT IS 
THE HIGHEST POINT IN THE ENTIRE JOURNEY. 
AT THIS SPOT, THE UPHILL TREK STOPS 
AND THE DOWNHILL TREK TO VAISHNO DEVI 
BHAWAN BEGINS. 




AMRITKUND 

THIS PLACE STORES THE SACRED WATER 
CALLED CHARANAMRIP WHICH FLOWS FROM 
THE FEET OF THE THREE PINDIES'. DEVOTEES 
TAKE THIS HOLY WATER BACK WITH THEM AS 
IT IS BELIEVED TO PURIFY THEIR HEARTS AND 
HOMES. 


THE ROCK FORM OF THE GODDESS 
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amar CHITRA katha 



VAISHNO DEVI 


pilgrims prefer walking the entI^ from KATRA. IS 13 KMS. 

ONE CAN CHOOSE TO UNDERTAKE THE JOURNEY^N XpON^iN AFA^ANQUINA^UMLSO < EW>IELICOPrtR. 

threepindieson r T thS^aId 1 ?o^ngVrosp H e^o^ own!^ THEIMAGE ° F THE 
WHOVISIT THE SHRINE. THIS IS TAKEN AND FRIENDS^^^ 




/ 



C HA RAN PADUKA 



DARSHANIDARWAAZA 
KATRA 








